JOHN HARTLEY AND THOMAS REEVES

to the sheriff, requesting that he might be hanged in the
night, to prevent his being exposed to the country people,
who were expected from all the adjacent towns and villages ;
and in consequence thereof he was hanged at four o'clock
in the morning, and Woodburne was executed in the
afternoon of the same day.

JOHN HARTLEY AND THOMAS REEVES
Footpads^ who were executed at Tyburn on the ^th of May,
1722, after One had> by a Ruse> petitioned the King
JOHN HARTLEY and Thomas Reeves were indicted
at the Old Bailey for stopping a journeyman tailor in
the fields near Harrow and robbing him of twopence
and his clothes, and because he had no more money they
stripped and beat him most inhumanly, and bound him to
a tree.
While he was in this wretched situation some persons
who came by unbound him and took him to an ale-house,
where he told the particulars of the robbery, mentioned
the colour of his clothes, and described the persons of the
robbers to the best of his power.
These circumstances were heard by a fiddler, who, going
next day into a public-house in Fore Street, saw the fellows
offering to sell the tailor's coat. The fiddler immediately
proposed to be the purchaser, gave earnest for it and, pre-
tending he had not money enough, said he would fetch the
difference; instead of which he brought the party robbed,
and he knowing the footpads they were taken into custody.
The evidence on their trial was so plain that the jury
could not hesitate to find them guilty; in consequence of
which they received sentence of death.
After conviction their behaviour was unbecoming to
persons in their unhappy circumstances. That of Reeves
was particularly hardened; he would sing and swear while
the other convicts were at prayers, yet he told the ordinary
that he was certain of going to heaven.
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